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SECTION XXII. SIGNS

1.

Purpose. Signs are devices designed to inform or attract the attention of persons not on
the premises on which the device is located. This by-law regulates the design and
placement of signs, and is intended to strike a balance between the need to inform and
attract attention, and the preservation of the rural and agricultural character of the Town.

2.

Residential-Agricultural Districts.
A.

Home Occupations. Property that is used for a home occupation may have one
sign for that home occupation, not to exceed six (6) square feet in area. The sign
may be free-standing, or attached to the building in which the home occupation is
conducted.

B.

Agricultural Activities. Property that is used for agricultural activities may have
one freestanding sign for those agricultural activities, not to exceed six (6) square
feet in area, and one sign affixed to each building used for those agricultural
activities. A projecting or hanging sign attached to a building shall not exceed
twelve (12) square feet in area. A sign attached flat to the wall of a building shall
be no larger than 5 percent (5 %) of the area of the wall.

C.

Real Estate Signs. Property that is for sale or for rent may have one sign not to
exceed six (6) square feet in area. The sign may be free-standing, or affixed to the
building which is for sale or lease.

D.

Personal Signs. An owner may have one personal sign identifying the property.
Free-standing personal signs shall not exceed six (6) square feet in area. Personal
signs that are affixed to buildings shall not exceed twelve (12) square feet in area.

E.

Signs Incidental to a Permitted Use. An owner may have one sign incidental to a
permitted use. Free-standing signs incidental to a permitted use shall not exceed
six (6) square feet in area. Signs incidental to a permitted use that are affixed to
buildings shall not exceed twelve (12) square feet in area.

F.

“Open” Flags. A home occupation or agricultural activity may have a single
“Open” flag affixed to a free-standing sign or to a building. “Open” flags shall
not be larger than 3 feet by 5 feet.

3.
Business and Business-Industrial Districts. Properties and buildings used for business or
industrial purposes in Business or Business-Industrial Districts may have free-standing signs
identifying the building or property and listing the businesses conducted in the building or on the

property. Each business located in a building may have one additional sign affixed to the
building.
A.

Free-Standing Signs – Single Business. Properties that are used for a single
business may have one free-standing sign identifying the property and the
business not to exceed thirty (30) square feet in area.

B.

Free-Standing Signs – Multiple Businesses. Properties that are used for multiple
businesses may have one free-standing sign identifying the property and the
building(s) and listing the multiple businesses, or two free-standing signs if
permitted by paragraph 3.D. The portion of a free-standing sign identifying the
property or building shall not exceed twenty (20) square feet in area. The portion
of a free-standing sign identifying each business on the property or within the
building shall not exceed sixteen (16) square feet in area for each business. The
total area of a free-standing sign shall not exceed sixty (60) square feet in area.

C.

Affixed Signs. Signs affixed to buildings may be attached flat against the wall of
the building, or projecting or hanging at an angle to the wall of the building. A
projecting or hanging sign shall not exceed six (6) square feet in area. The area of
a sign attached flat to the wall of a building shall not exceed 5 percent (5 %) of
the area of the wall. Where there are multiple businesses within a building, the
total area of all signs attached flat to the wall shall not exceed 5 percent (5 %) of
the area of the wall.

D.

Large Properties and Buildings. Properties that have more than 300 feet of
frontage or that have a total building area in excess of 10,000 square feet may
have two free-standing signs identifying the building or property and listing the
businesses conducted in the building or on the property, and additional signs
affixed to the building for each business located in a building. The total area of a
free-standing sign shall not exceed sixty (60) square feet in area. The total area of
two free-standing signs shall not exceed eighty (80) square feet in area.

E.

Temporary Promotional Signs. Not more than four (4) times a year, a business
may have a single temporary promotional sign mounted on a movable, nonpermanent frame, provided that the temporary promotional sign is removed within
thirty (30) days. Temporary promotional signs shall not exceed sixteen (16)
square feet in area. For property that is used for multiple businesses, there shall
be no more than two (2) temporary promotional signs at any one time.

F.

“Open” Flags. A business may have a single “Open” flag affixed to a freestanding sign or to a building. “Open” flags shall not be larger than 4 feet by 6
feet.

4.
Design Criteria. All signs shall comply with the following design criteria. In the case of
signs existing when this by-law was adopted that do not comply with these design criteria, when
those signs are replaced, or repaired at a cost in excess of one thousand dollars ($1,000.00), the
replacement sign or repaired sign shall comply with these design criteria.

A.

Signs may be three-dimensional, provided that nothing protrudes more than
twelve (12) inches from the face of the sign.

B.

Signs shall be illuminated only by non-flashing white light directed at the sign.
The light may be mounted over the sign, or on the ground.

C.

Signs with neon, other gaseous tubes, or any form of interior illumination, are not
permitted.

D.

Signs (other than “Open” flags) and all components of signs shall be stationary.

E.

The area of a sign shall be the area of the smallest horizontally or vertically
oriented rectangle which could enclose all of the display area of the sign including
the backing of the sign. For signs flat against a building, the area of the sign shall
also include any backing that is different in color or material from the finish
material of the side of the building. In calculating the area, there shall be no
deduction for open spaces or other irregularities. Structural members shall not be
included in calculating the area. Only one side of a back-to-back sign shall be
included in calculating the area.

F.

Free-standing signs and temporary promotional signs shall not obstruct the view
of drivers of vehicles entering or leaving the property.

G.

Free-standing signs and temporary promotional signs shall be set back not less
than thirty (30) feet from the side lot lines of the property.

5.
Signs on Town Property. The Board of Selectmen has jurisdiction over all matters
involving signs on Town property, including along public rights of way.
6.

7.

Exclusions. This by-law is not intended to regulate
A.

the placement or display of signs for candidates for political office or ballot
questions;

B.

the placement or display of flags and insignia of government, unless in connection
with a business activity;

C.

the posting of legal notices;

D.

the erection of informational devices required by public agencies;

E.

temporary signs erected for a charitable or religious event, provided that such
signs are removed within thirty (30) days;

F.

signs directing traffic, parking, or pedestrians; or

G.

signs and displays within buildings.

Enforcement. The Building Inspector shall enforce this by-law.

